Athletes Master It for Dunleer AC

At the Woodie’s DIY Masters T&F Championships in Tullamore at the weekend, Geraldine Finegan Dunleer AC continued her winning ways, with 5 gold medals in the over 40 category.  While Geraldine’s Club mate Earl Taylor competed in 5 events over 60 producing a season’s best of 13.9 seconds in the 100 metres and a silver medal in the javelin competition, and Dunleer ACs Malachy Campbell, returning to the Club clinched a silver medal in the 100 metres over 40, it was Geraldine’s remarkable success at the weekend following on from her magnificent display of athleticism in Slovenia at the European Masters Track and Field Championships just two weeks ago which stole the show.  

Geraldine is three times world champion (Sindelfingen Germany in 2004, San Sebastian Spain in 2005, Riccione Italy in 2007), and three times European Champion (Aarhus Denmark 2004, Poznan Poland 2006 and Ljubliana Slovenia 2008). She currently holds ten Irish and six British titles.  

At the European Masters Championships this summer, Geraldine represented her Club Dunleer AC and Country in the same arena as 4000 athletes from 40 countries around the world. With temperatures soaring to 38 ˚C at times, Geraldine was ranked favourite in the heptathlon (80 m hurdles, high jump, shot putt, 200m, long jump, javelin and 800 metres) and Pentathlon (80m hurdles, high jump, shot putt, long jump and 800 metres.  

Geraldine began her campaign smashing the women’s over 40 80m hurdles record in 12.48 seconds.  Then followed the high jump competition, the 200 metres and a great round of shot putting put her 2 metres ahead of the tall Italian Forcellini.  On day 2 Geraldine began with an Irish record breaking long jump of 4.82m followed by a win in the javelin by over 2 metres from nearest rival Heike Neumann from Germany to give her a clear lead over Finland’s Minna Pessa in the 800 metres, finishing with 5082 points and another new Irish record.

On day 3 Geraldine went out on the track again to take a silver medal in the 400m hurdles in a blanket finish between Ireland, Switzerland and Great Britain.  Only 2 hundredths and 2 tenths separated the three medallists.  Geraldine was particularly pleased to beat Switzerland’s Claudia Wiederkehr, the individual winner of the 200m in 24.64 and 400m in 57.05.

Not content with 2 gold medals, Geraldine finished off her week with another gold in the pentathlon and three more Irish records 4.97 in the long jump, 1.54m in the high jump and 3889 final points tally.

Geraldine’s success is an inspiration to all of the athletes at Dunleer AC and the younger members were all delighted to see her at a session last week when they got the opportunity to see and hold Geraldine’s beautiful medals.  
