Champions on the Double!

It was a great day for Dunleer AC at the second round of the Louth Cross Country Championships, with Liam Connaughton and Aaron Hanlon leading the way - quite literally.  Aaron added the under 15 Louth title to last week’s under 16 boys’ title, and Liam added the under 11 title to last week’s under 10 Louth individual title.  These boys were not alone in their fantastic achievements with Carl Dunne and Caitlynn Malone both winning under 19 titles in the boys and girls sections respectively.
In the Intermediate men’s 8km the Dunleer team of Alan Macken, Micheal Mulligan, David Hanlon, Laurence Malone and Ian Carroll finished in 3rd place, while in the ladies race Jacqueline Matthews came home in 3rd place.
Mark Byrne and Ruairi Hanlon were very impressive finishers in the boys under 10 gaining silver and bronze respectively, with Conor Matthews medalling in 8th place and Gerald Boylan and Vincent Malone also coming home for Dunleer AC in this boys under 9 Championship race.  In the girls’ equivalent Erin Orr ran a very fast 500m in her first Championship race finishing strongly and getting a well deserved medal in 6th place with teammate Nicole Finegan also running a fine race.
The girls under 11 saw the under 10 Champion Emma Cheshire battle it out over the 800 metres course to finish a very gallant 3rd, bringing home individual bronze.  Emma’s teammates Seaghna Campbell, Seoda Matthews, Sarah Jane Breagy, Abigail Boylan, Ciara Breagy and Ellen Murray also ran excellently to place 2nd team. 

The boys under 11 finished 3rd in the team event with race winner Liam Connaughton supported by teammates Ronan Kelly, Ryan Kelly and Nicholas Berill Doran.  The girls under 13 team were led home by Niamh Connaughton in 9th, with Shauna Markey, Aoife Kelly, Karen Byrne and Julie Kelly all running very well.  

The boys under 13 team was led home by Shane Cheshire in 5th, Conor Byrne 6th and Aiden Hoey in 8th, with Rory Meehan, Jamie Grant and Conor Brady all finishing well up the field to make 3rd team.

The girls under 15 had great efforts from Julie Mc Donnell and Marcelle Langeveldt, while the boys under 15 produced a winner in Aaron Hanlon with his teammates producing maximum support with Aonghus Meehan 2nd, Ciaran Connaughton 3rd and Jonathan Kearney 4th with 10 points and gold in the team event.

Shane Walsh ran a very tactical race under 17 and was just outsprinted in the end to gain individual silver, with team mates Justin Ferris in 4th and Blaine Malone in 6th to take second team. In the boys under 19 Dunleer AC filled the top 5 places with Carl Dunne winning the individual title ahead of Aaron Goring 2nd, Norbert Feeney 3rd, Fergal Barnes 4th and Craig Reid 5th.  The Dunleer AC boys won the team title.  Rounding off a successful day Caitlynn Malone won the under 19 girls title.
