Coca Cola Rás na hÉireann Event Success
Another great event took place at the Oldbridge estate on Sunday last as hundreds gathered to compete in the 42nd International Rás na hÉireann hosted by Dunleer Athletic Club.  Athletes from Ireland, USA, Finland, England, France and Germany participated in a packed programme of cross country.

The Special Olympics Drogheda Club started the day off with a fantastic display of running, enjoying their run over the historic lands where the Battle of the Boyne took place in 1690.  The whole event provided a happy conclusion to a Week of Sport and Culture, thanks to strong ties between Armagh Athletic Club and Dunleer Athletic Club.  School links were also forged this year with students from Realschule Hilpoltstein in Bavaria, St. Patrick’s High School in Armagh and Scoil Uí Mhuirí in Dunleer all competing at both the Armagh Road Race on Thursday 10th February as well as Rás na hÉireann on Sunday 13th February.  The students and visiting athletes enjoyed participation in music and culture events also, with Irish dancing, Piping and visits to Newgrange and Oldbridge House all on the week’s itinerary.
While the Irish teams were victorious at both the men’s and ladies’ senior events, it was the USA who provided the victor in the ladies 4km event in Katie DiCamillo, with Sarah Tunstall the European silver medallist in 2nd and Ireland’s Ciara Durkan in 3rd.  Local girls Fiona Roche and Pamela Howard finished in the top 10, in 8th and 9th respectively.  Dunleer AC were 2nd Club team thanks to the efforts of Áine Cotter, Sandra Doheny, Jacqueline Matthews and Sarah Haak.
The men’s event proved very exciting with the Laois man the current Irish Novice and Intermediate Champion Michael Mulhare leading the way for much of the race, taking it on in ht second lap to finish 11 seconds ahead of England’s Pat Martin.  Brendan O Neill finished 3rd for Ireland with James Strang from the USA in 4th, Timothy Richie also USA in 5th, Gary Thornton Ireland in 6th, Alex O Gorman England in 7th, Orey Smith USA in 8th, Joonas Harjamaka from Finland finished 9th and10th individual was Kevin Ondrasek from the USA.  Ireland won the team honours with USA 2nd and Finland 3rd.

In the junior section Vincent Connolly from Mullingar Harriers led the under 20’s home, with local heroes Carl Dunne in 2nd and Aaron Goring in 3rd. Carl Dunne was further rewarded as first Dunleer man home in the “big race”, when he was presented with the Louis Duffin Perpetual Cup presented by Andrew Duffin in memory of his father Louis a Rás committee stalwart who sadly passed away suddenly in April last year.  In the ladies’ junior under 20 section, Eadaoin O Reilly from Annalee was 1st, Sarah Haak Dunleer AC was 2nd, and Megan Millar from Drogheda & District was 3rd.  
The under 17 junior race had a local winner in Aoife Donnelly from Ardee & District and the visiting athletes from Hilpoltstein Germany were 2nd behind Glenmore AC. The German team were led by Jessica Seebald, followed by Alina Schmidt, Bettina Schneider, Maria Harrer, Martina Schneider, Nadine Kohl, Sabrina Rosenauer, Eva Drescher and Sina Gugel.  In the boys under 17 race Ciarán Connaughton was a great 5th winning an individual medal. 
Juvenile Rás - Gary Campbell wins the Boys under 15 Rás Title for Dunleer AC
Gary Campbell’s victory in the boys under 15 race in the boys under 15 2500m, ahead of nearest rivals Brendan Lacey from Ardee & District in second and Darren Ryan of Lusk AC in 3rd was one of many highlights for the host Club at the 2011 Coca Cola Rás na hÉireann.  Gary was supported by teammates Shane Cheshire, individual medallist in 6th place and newcomer Jamie Curtis in 19th.  

The girls under 15 proved to be a great race with Eimear Fitzpatrick from Dundrum South Dublin a very impressive winner.  Dunleer’s Aoife Kelly was 8th and followed closely by Niamh Connaughton and supported by Dearbhla Boylan and Nikita Kelly, with the team recording 2nd place.  In the schools’ section Scoil Uí Mhuirí were the medallists with Lana Jordan, Shauna Fogarty, Sinéad Butterly and Rachel Donnelly. 

Aoife Reynolds finished a very strong 6th to gain individual honours leading her team to 3rd place in the girls under 13 event, supported by Seaghna Campbell, Seoda Matthews, Aoife Howard and Aideen O Rourke.  Best for the Dunleer AC boys in the under 13 1500m were Liam Connaughton 11th and Kevin Ledwith 20th, with Ronan Kelly supporting very well.

In the girls under 11 Dunleer AC were third team, with Aoife Holmes, Katie Matthews, Caoimhe Wall, Grace Campbell, Lucy Gallen and Sadhbh Wall.  One point separated the teams in the boys under 11 as Dunleer’s team of Conor Matthews in 6th, TJ Doheny, Mark Byrne, Kyron Kelly, Ronan Sands, Anthony Dillon, Cathal Reynolds and Oliver Cowling just edging out Réalt na Mara Boys National School.

The under 9 girls and boys proved very competitive with the Dunleer AC girls leading the way taking the team prize ahead of Blackrock AC, a mere 3 points behind.  Grace Fitzpatrick led the Dunleer AC team, coming home in second place, and Laura Reilly finished in 6th, both taking individual medals, ably supported by Olivia Carroll, Áine Burke, Siobhan Markey, Éabha Mc Grath, Aoife O Rourke and Kate Murphy.  In the boys under 9 event, Seán Reynolds and Killian Wall both ran very well over the 500 metre course.  
Indoor Leinster Championships
There was further success for Dunleer AC in Nenagh at the Leinster Indoor Championships last weekend with gold for Emma Cheshire in the high jump in the under 11 event, bronze in the 60m and 4th in the shot putt.  Aaron Hanlon won the  1500m under 16 and Aonghus Meehan was 3rd in the 1500m under 15.  
