Club Pride

Carl Dunne has been invited to compete at the Ballyfin A.C. Cross Country Races in Laois on Saturday 18th September.  The Club’s junior men’s team will also compete along with the juvenile teams under 11 and 13 and boys under 15.  It is a great honour to be invited to compete at this prestigious event and the Dunleer AC juveniles will compete as always with pride.  
Success has come Dunleer AC’s way across the board during the last year, starting with the under 11 girls victory in the B Championships cross country in Boyle, with Emma Cheshire the individual winner.  Aaron Hanlon has achieved so much at under 16 level with a Schools’ National title and Club individual success and National, Provincial and County medals, with Carl Dunne and Shane Walsh representing Ireland in the International Mountain running scene, along with Carl, Norbert Feeney, Fergal Barnes, Sean Mc Keever, Tadhg Berkery, Conor Young, Craig Reid National Schools’ and Club medals and team titles.  
In the B Track and Field Championships, Leinster A Championships, National Pair Competitions Dunleer AC has been to the fore.  This Club caters for everyone, with summer camps for kids and training and coaching for all abilities. The juveniles can look up to the Juniors, seniors and masters athletes, Tomás Cotter, Darragh Greene, Fintan Reilly, Martin Quinn, Mickey Linden, Malachy Campbell, Geraldine Finegan, Fiona Roche, Deirdre Duffy, Micheal Mulligan, David O Brien, Earl Taylor, David Carrie, Keiron Kelly and David Lambe.  All of these athletes have achieved, whether it’s National titles, International Masters’ Success or Louth Senior titles, all provide much needed inspiration for the younger generation. 
Dunleer AC has set up a Fit4Life Group, encouraged and guided a marathon group, provided a track facility and Clubrooms at Dunleer AC, set up training for younger kids, a coaching system for older juveniles and juniors and seniors.  The Club hosts the annual Noel McGuill/Sandra Floyd memorial cross country races and the International Cross Country race that is Rás na hÉireann.  It is with great pride that Dunleer AC members can say to which Club they belong.  Links have been forged with Armagh AC, with St. Patrick’s High School in Newry, Realschule Hilpoltstein in Germany, with Newry AC, with Scoil Uí Mhuirí in Dunleer and St. Joseph’s CBS in Drogheda.  The Club has been recognised by the Irish Sports Council, the Department of Foreign Affairs, Louth County Council, the OPW and Athletics Ireland.
Our latest asset is Conor Faulkner who took up javelin and high jump last spring and is just one example of the talent that is in our locality.  Conor is the reigning Louth County High Jump Champion and last weekend took on the best in Leinster in a Multi Events Championship, competing at 100m hurdles, shot putt, high jump, long jump and 800m, finishing 4th in the process. While Conor was first in the high jump competition with a 1.60m leap, he is confident that he can progress in his other events too and looks forward to the Schools’ Multi Events Championships in September.
