With four finishers in the first six, Dunleer AC comfortably retained the Kearney Cup in Glenmore last Sunday.  In a very competitive race Darragh Greene, Keiron Kelly, Martin Quinn and Shane Walsh were to the fore from the early stages. As the race reached the half way mark, it was Greene and Quinn who broke clear with former European Champion Colin Costello (Star of the Sea) and Simon Ryan (Raheny).
Going into the last lap it was Costello, Greene and Ryan who were running stride for stride.  When the Julianstown man broke for home, Greene chased hard and with 100m to go made his move.  However he was thrown off stride by a bump in the ground and had to settle for second.  Quinn finished strongly in fourth and it was left to young Walsh, finishing 6th in the race overall and 1st in the junior category, to  complete the Dunleer team. Many present commented on the competitiveness and speed of the race between Greene and Costello and one that will be hard to beat over the remainder of the cross country season.

Dunleer ladies were not to be upstaged by their male counterparts, they too winning gold.  First home was Sandra Doheny, taking third in the senior ladies category.  Next to finish for Dunleer was Jackie Matthews, whose finishing kick caught her fellow competitors by surprise. Mary Fitzpatrick completed the team and was a happy recipient of the McBride Cup on behalf of her club. 

Dunleer U17 athletes Niamh Murray and Aonghus Meehen were runaway winners of their races, both taking the lead in the early stages and both winning by comfortable margins.  Ciaran Connaughton made a welcome return to form in finishing third.

The club’s under 15s were also out in force, Gary Campbell finishing second, Jamie Curtis 4th and Shane Cheshire 7th.  In the girls event Niamh Connaughton and Aoife Kelly were 5th and 6th.

Conor Matthews, TJ Doheny and Anthony Dillon all finished in the top 10 in the under 11 race, Matthews finishing fast to take 3rd.  They will go into this weekend’s Louth championships with high hopes of doing well.  Ciara Matthews and Aoife Holmes will also look forward to the Monasterboice race after they both secured top ten finishes.
Grace Fitzpatrick (2nd)  and Olivia Carroll both earned medals in the U9 event and were well supported by their teammates Saoirse Holmes, Aishling Matthews and Katie Doheny.

