All Ireland Schools’ Cross Country

Aaron Hanlon continued his impressive record at the schools All Ireland Schools’ Cross Country Championships in Abbotstown when he finished third in the Intermediate boys’ event.  Sean Tobin (High School Clonmel) had to work hard to get away from silver medal winner Ian O’Hairtneid (Colaiste Daibhead Corcaigh) and Aaron who was representing his school, St. Mary’s Drogheda.

Aaron won the junior race at last year’s Championships and is eligible to compete in the Intermediate race again next year, making last Saturday’s achievement all the more remarkable.  His tremendous performance is one which he should be well satisfied.
Gormanston indoor event
Meanwhile the track season got off to a great start at the annual Boyne AC indoor meeting in Gormanston on Sunday.  Oisín Cheshire (U7) and Grace Fitzpatrick (U8) had individuals wins over 60m and Grace also collected bronze over 200m. Saoirse Holmes took bronze in the shorter event.
Liam Connaughton was a clear winner in the boys under-12 600m and also finished 3rd in the 60m.  Club mate Kevin Ledwith was second in both events and is rapidly returning to form after a slight injury.  Emma Cheshire finished second in the U12 60m while brother Shane was second in the U15 600m.
The relay races provided the highlight of the afternoon and Dunleer took a trio of gold medals.  Oisín Cheshire, Aoife O’Rourke, Saoirse Holmes ran strongly to put the club in the silver medal position going into the last leg and Grace Fitzpatrick powered home to take 1st place on the line.

Emma Cheshire did similarly in the Girls U12 race after some strong running from Erin Orr, Seaghna Campbell and Seoda Matthews in the earlier legs.
The Boys U12 led from start to finish to finish.  Mark Byrne, Ronan Sands, Liam Connaughton and Kevin Ledwith should be well please with this performance and it sets them up for the season ahead.
The under-15 mixed team of Niamh Connaughton, Conor Brannigan, Shane Cheshire and Kevin Ledwith finished third in their event race as did the boys U10 and girls under 13 teams.  Team members included Kyron Kelly, Emmet Murray, Ellen Campbell and Ellen Murray.

All Ireland Indoor finals

Attention turns to the National stage this weekend when Emma Cheshire, Aonghus Meehan and Aaron Hanlon compete in the National finals in Magherafelt.  Emma qualified after taking gold in the High Jump and bronze in the 60m at the Leinster finals under 12.  Aonghus and Aaron compete in the U16 & 17 1,500m respectively, again after medal winning performances at the provincial qualifiers.  Best Wishes to these three talented and dedicated athletes.

