

Honouring Larry – Our Tribute – Running in the Black and Amber

During what was one of the saddest weeks for the Dunleer Athletic Club
community, due to the passing away of the "legend" and "father of
athletics" Larry Mc Guill, many of his athletes sought to honour him
and his lifetime commitment to athletics, by competing in the black
and amber, at a number of venues over the weekend.

On Friday night, Dunleer AC Chairman Kevin Matthews captained the
Dunleer men as they ran in the Glenmore AC hosted Michael Fearon/Kevin
Marron Carlingford 5km road race.  Dunleer AC's secretary Eugene Burns
led the team home and was ably backed by Seán Carpenter, Alan Macken,
Micheál Mulligan, Pat Fitzpatrick, Kevin Matthews and Ian Carroll.  In
the ladies' race Sandra Brennan-Doheny led the Dunleer ladies home in
21 minutes, followed by former All Ireland Schools' and Club's
Champion Jillian Brennan-Leavy, making a remarkable return to
athletics, ahead of her father's memorial race next Saturday. Third
home for the ladies Club team was Jacqueline Duffin-Matthews, Larry's
succesor as Rás na hÉireann Director, helping the team to 2nd place. In the juvenile section, Conor Matthews had his first race win in the boys under 11 500m, with Aoife
Reynolds continuing her great form to win the girls under 13 800m.
Others to do well and carry the Dunleer AC flag were Aoife Holmes, TJ
Doheny, Seoda Matthews, Aoife Kelly and Jack Boylan.

On Saturday morning, the Annagassan 10km road race David Carrie,
Dunleer AC committee member and chief organiser of the Dunleer AC 4
Mile road race next Saturday August 13th, finished in 3rd place, while
his wife Aileen was 3rd in the ladies race.  Patricia Callan, another
former prominent juvenile and junior athlete was in 4th place.  Also
making their athletic contribution at the end of an emotional week
were Karen Mc Donnell-Kavanagh and Nicola Mc Donnell-Connor, as well as numerous other Dunleer AC former and current Dunleer AC members.
The icing on the cake came on Saturday and Sunday in Morton stadium, when Darragh Greene and Fintan Reilly both succeeded in qualifying for the final of the 800m senior men’s race, and Tomás Cotter wearing the Dunleer AC singlet cruised to a formidable victory in the 3,000m steeple chase.  Malachy Campbell and Shane Walsh completed the Dunleer AC line up at the weekend and none would have been prouder than our friend Larry Mc Guill. (RIP)
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