Irish Team Victory at Sauze d'Ouix, Italy
Carl Dunne (Dunleer Athletic Club) National 3,000m Champion2009 and Kevin Dooney (Raheny Shamrocks) who was runner-up in the Irish schools intermediate 1500m steeplechase made their International mountain running debuts when they represented Ireland in the International Youths challenge in Italy on Saturday June 26th. Joining them was the experienced Eoghan Totten (Newcastle) who won bronze in the senior boys 5000m at the Irish schools. The Irish team won the gold medal with 17 points seeing off the challenge of Russia 23 points, Italy 27 points, and Turkey, England, Scotland, Slovenia, Poland, Wales, Germany and Bulgaria.  The Irish girls team finished 3rd overall.

Ireland's Eoghan Totten finished in 3rd place, with Kevin Dooney 5th and Carl Dunne (Dunleer) 9th. All three came through the field on the second and third laps on what was described as a "steep and rough ski-slope course". The boys worked very well as a team, with Kevin Dooney moving up with Eoghan during the race while Carl picked up around ten vital places during the race.

Dermot Murphy, the IMRA President was quick to congratulate the athletes posting the following message on the Irish Mountain Running Association's website: "A great result by the two teams! This is a terrific result with the boys in first and the girls third, and against some strong opposition too. A great run by all of the athletes, and well done also to the team management who got the preparations spot on.."

