Gold in Senior National Combined Events 
Geraldine Finegan continued her great record of wins at national level with a first place finish in the AAI Combined Events senior women’s competition on Saturday last in Nenagh.  Geraldine outclassed the minor placed athletes Helen Buckley from Raheny Shamrocks and Roisin Howard of Bandon AC with a total of 2894 points winning the 60mHurdles, Long Jump, Shot Putt and 800m and placing 3rd in the high jump.
Good picture of Geraldine at http://www.athleticsireland.ie/content/?p=17049 

IAAF Cross Country International
The Antrim IAAF Cross Country International was held on a very foggy day in Greenmount, Co. Antrim on Saturday last.  Local schools St. Joseph’s CBS, Drogheda and Scoil Uí Mhuirí post primary school Dunleer were in attendance as well as some local athletes representing Dunleer AC.

The European Junior Champion Charlotte Purdue from England had a 30m victory over Louise Damen who narrowly edged out Esther Chemtai, the Kenyan World Junior bronze medallist.  In the Men’s 9K event, British number two Andy Vernon finished 7th behind six Africans which included last year’s winner Mike Kigen and current World Junior 10,000m champion Denis Masai and sub 13 minute 5000m runners Titus Mbishei and Jacob Cheshari.
The Northern Ireland Sports Minister, Nelson McCausland, was at the event to see the competition and present prizes.  He said: “This event is one of the largest and most popular occasions in the Northern Ireland sporting calendar, with up to 1,000 athletes from across the globe taking part. These races have gone from strength to strength since they started in 1977. We have previously welcomed world and Olympic champions, including Steve Cram, Steve Ovett and Paula Radcliffe, as well as a host of world-class Kenyan and Ethiopian athletes.

“Today, I have seen an impressive array of running talent and I applaud all those taking part for their skill, determination and dedication to their sport. I also congratulate Athletics Northern Ireland for organising a first-class event.”

The Drogheda and Dunleer athletes can be very proud of their participation in the event also, with Marcelle Langeveldt the best for the Scoil Uí Mhuirí team in the girls under 17 3.6km and the Joeys boys producing a 3rd team placing in the junior men’s.  Aonghus Meehan also ran a great race under 15 to finish in the top 15 against athletes from Ireland, England Scotland and Wales.  In the primary schools’ races Dunleer AC’s Seoda Matthews was 6th while Conor Matthews was 7th in the boys’ equivalent.

This IAAF Cross Country International has surely whetted the appetites of these young people who will be competing in the Rás na hÉireann International Cross Country on Sunday February 13th at Oldbridge, Drogheda.

Sport & Culture Week

The annual Rás na hÉireann International Cross Country event takes place on Sunday February 13th at the Battle of the Boyne site at Oldbridge, and will once again form part of the Sport and Culture Week involving Dunleer AC and Armagh AC.
Preparations are very much under way, with the launch of the Armagh Road Race on this Wednesday in St Patrick's Trian, English Street, Armagh.  Dunleer will be represented by Scoil Uí Mhuirí music students and athletes  who will be attending the launch and meeting their project partners St. Patrick’s High School in Armagh.  They will also enjoy the permanent piping exhibition followed by an Audio/visual 15 minute piece on the history of piping worldwide. This will be followed by a short demonstration of different sorts of pipes and there will also be a quiz based on the exhibition which has both an Irish language version (for Irish medium schools) and an English version for other schools.

The Ulster Sports Museum Exhibition is opening that night also and students will have a preview of that, as it will include a panel on the Armagh Road Race and the  International Sport & Cultural Week and the link with Ras na hEireann.  

Rás na hÉireann launch

The launch of the 42nd annual Rás na hÉireann International Cross Country event will take place on January 31st.  (Details to follow.) 

Charlie Breagy, the élite athlete co-ordinator has announced that US athletes will once again travel to the event with the following so far confirmed:

MEN

Orey Smith

James Strang

Chrsitian Hesch

Kevin Ondrasek 
Tristen Mannix

Timothy Ritchie

 

 

WOMEN 
Kathleen Dicamillo

Charlie is also co-ordinating the other International athletes and teams and hopes to have the Polish and Finnish teams back as well as English, Scottish, Welsh, Northern Irish and Irish teams.  Another piece of good news is that German students from Realschule Hipoltstein near Munich will also compete as part of their Scoil Uí Mhuiri exchange programme. 
