Larry Mc Guill RIP

Dunleer AC 

The much regretted death of Larry Mc Guill, President of Dunleer AC in County Louth took place last weekend.

The well known athletic administrator for over half a century had been in ill health for some years and passed away in very dignified manner.  His loss will to the athletic world only be matched by his loss to his family.  His presence in the athletic community was witnessed by many for over 50 years as an administrator at club county and National level, his ability to motivate many into the 

competitive sport of athletics was a gift many wished for and few had but he was a master at his profession in athletics.

He was known the length and breath of Ireland as Big Larry, big in many ways but a big heart mostly, his athletic baby  that became a giant was the International Ras na hÉireann cross country meet that he started in 1970 which drew hundreds to cross country when many could only draw dozens. He remained the driving force of this International meet for over 40 years.

He held positions at Louth, Provincial and National level in the NACAI, to which he was unmatched in his promotion of NACAI athletics.  He made no apologies for his dogged determination to promote athletics in Ireland.  He drove his club Dunleer to be the envy of all others.
Larry was pre deceased in the early 70s by the tragic death of his brother Noel who died whilst taking part in the Rás Tailteann cycling race and is remembered each year annually with a cross country race in Dunleer.  Larry’s image and determination was an inspiration to many athletes young and old, many were inspired to prove and push their athletic boundaries further.  His personal dream for athletics was that one athletic body would administrate athletics on the Island of Ireland.

Having many successful and exciting days in 50 years of his beloved sport, perhaps having 5,000 thousand spectators witness the great Catherina McKiernan 

race his beloved Rás na hÉireann was of huge personal satisfaction to him. To say that he was a legend in his own life time would be pretty close to the mark, it’s likely that every child within 25 miles of Dunleer in Louth would have known him and wore the club and county colours, its fairly sure that every adult runner outside the wee county would have feared the young McGuill children when they became adult runners.

As we pass through Louth in the months and years ahead we will remember kindly the great man who sowed the seed of inspiration to many runners all over the country.

To Larry Thanks for the memories

We extend our sincere sympathy to his immediate family, his wife Bernadette and daughters Margaret and Goretti.  Also to his extended family and friends. 

From Stephen Ball Bohermeen AC 
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