Leinster Cross Country Day 2

At Tullamore, Co. Offaly on Sunday November 8th, Dunleer AC was well represented with 42 athletes, both boys and girls, from age 9 to 18 participating.  The Club had two teams under 11, two under 13, plus boys’ teams under 15, 17 and 19.  They put in a great display of cross country running and came home with 6 individual medals and 3 sets of team medals between them, a tribute to their training and dedication to the sport. 

An Individual Silver under 17 for Carl Dunne was well earned in the 4,000 metres adding to Carl’s growing collection of accolades.  Teammate Shane Walsh finished in 9th place also gaining automatic qualification for the National Championships, taking place on December 6th in Coleraine.  The two boys were joined by Justin Ferris in 19th, Sam Bingham in 27th and Shane Farrell in 38th to take team silver and help Louth to gold in the County competition.
The girls under 17 proved equally exciting as emerging talent Jetta Berrill followed up her 13th placing under 16 with a 10th place under 17 and a Leinster individual medal for her well timed efforts.  Jetta’s final sprint took her past 3 opponents to secure her place in the National under 17 cross country championships.  Teammate Krizandra Langeveldt also completed the 2,000 metre race finishing 41st and doing herself and her Club proud.

The under 15 race had a strong Dunleer presence with the talented Aaron Hanlon finishing 4th individually with young teammate Aonghus Meehan in 8th, and both receiving individual Leinster medals. Ciarán Connaughton’s 25th placing and Craig Devlin’s 48th position ensured bronze team medals and qualification for the Nationals.

In the Under 19 boys event Aaron Goring’s 12th placing and individual medal together with Clubmate Norbert Feeney’s 13th place, Fergal Barnes in 19th and Craig Reid in 28th gave the boys 3rd place.
The girls under 11 had a big task as they competed in a race where 146 girls and 16 teams lined up for the 800 metres event.  Aoife Reynolds led the Dunleer AC girls home in 28th, with Seaghna Campbell 35th, Emma Cheshire 42nd, Seoda Matthews 49th, followed closely by teammates Ciara Butterly, Megan Orr, Ellen Murray and Aoife Howard.  The girls can be proud of their 5th team placing.
The boys under 11 had an equally daunting task with 119 boys lining up.  They acquitted themselves very well and the team of Liam Connaughton, Kevin Ledwith, Anthony Kent, Simon Kelly, Ronan Kelly and Ryan Kelly performed very well in difficult muddy conditions.
The girls under 13 Dunleer AC team of Amey Berrill, Niamh Connaughton, Shauna Markey, Aoife Kelly and Julie Kelly did very well as did the boys under 13 with Shane Cheshire leading the boys home, followed closely by teammates Conor Byrne, Aiden Hoey, Jamie Grant and Peter Ledwith.  In the girls under 15 event Marcelle Langeveldt and Aoife Monaghan also ran very well.
This was a great day for athletics and cross country for the Mid Louth Club and all eagerly await the Noel Mc Guill/Sandra Floyd memorial cross country event next Sunday at 12 noon at Darver, with a fun under 7 run, races for under 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 19, senior and masters’ events plus a 2km Fit4Life walk, jog or run for everyone.
