Dunleer AC’s Aaron Hanlon had a fabulous double at last weekend’s Leinster championships in Tullamore.  On Saturday Aaron lined up for the 3,000m and took the lead from the gun.  As the race progressed the large field gradually started to break up and with 800m Hanlon was tracked very closely by Mullingar’s Thomas Lynn.  At the bell the duo were stride for stride but as many onlookers were expecting the Westmeath man to take the lead it was the Dunleer man who pressed on to win by 10m at the line.  The following day Aaron lined up in the 1,500m.  This time at the bell it was the Mullingar man who forced the pace taking a 7m lead.  Hanlon pushed hard down the back straight but was making little inroad into the Mullingar’s man advantage.  However as they entered into the straight Aaron made a final effort, closing the gap and going on to win a highly entertaining race for his second gold of the weekend.

In the next race (Boys U19) club-mate Shane Walsh was always among the leaders in a slow run race.  Heading down the back straight on the last lap Walsh made one decisive break for the finish, leaving all in his wake and was still pulling away from the field as he crossed the line to take the gold medal.  Like Hanlon it was his second medal of the weekend, having taken silver in the 800m the day before.  Shane should be very satisfied with his weekend’s work and can look forward to the national finals in three weeks.

Dunleer had great success in the field events.  Lydia Jein earned a pair of bronze medals in the girls under 17 hammer and discus competitions.  She also finished 4th in the javelin competition to round off a good weekend in the throwing events.

Conor Faulkner threw very well in the boys’ javelin, finishing a very close second and continues to make good progress at this event.  He also had a 4th placing in the high jump competition.

Sheriff Adegoke was among the medals in the boys under 19 400m hurdles, finishing in 3rd place.  He followed up this performance with a 4th placing in the 200m.
Although just out of the medals Karen Byrne took the final qualifying place for the all Irelands when she finished 4th in the girls under 15 250m hurdles.  Garry Campbell was unlucky in boys under 15 1,500m when finishing in 5th place, missing out on qualification by one position.  Also missing out by one position was Darlene McDonnell in the Girls U18 100m.  Darlene also finished 6th in the 200m.
Other notable performances were Shane Cheshire (6th U15 800m), Dylan Browne (8th U14 Long Jump) & Jack Boylan (8th U14 hurdles).

