Dunleer AC also had a juvenile squad competing in the National Cross Country Championships in Sligo and they did not disappoint with some very gutsy performances from the younger members.  Best performance of the day went to Aaron Hanlon in the boys under 18 6,000 metres with a 6th place finish.  Aaron was backed by junior athletes Shane Walsh, Carl Dunne and Sam Bingham, all doing their best in difficult conditions.  Aaron has been a County, Provincial and National title holder during the past 4 years and will be looking forward to competing in the National under 17 Championships in the Curragh next weekend. 

Another Dunleer AC athlete to do very well was Sarah Haak who finished 25th in the under 18 girls event over a gruelling 5,000 metres.  Sarah was first across the line in the Louth senior cross country championships earlier this year (but too young to claim the title), as well as the Louth under 18 and 19 Louth Champion, 6th under 19 in the Leinster Championships and 8th under 18.  Her next outing will be in the Curragh when it is hoped better underfoot conditions will prevail. 

First time Nationals participant Niamh Murray also showed tremendous strength of character and ability in Sligo when she contested the girls under 16 4,000m on the muddy, rain soaked race track.  With 102 of the country’s best 15 year old runners competing over the distance Niamh acquitted herself very well finishing 35th.  Niamh is a double Louth Champion for 2011 with the under 16 and 17 titles under her belt.  She has also secured top placings at Provincial level this season, finishing 4th in the Leinster under 16 and 8th under 17 in Leinster.

The girls under 12 team were led home by Seaghna Campbell in 36th out of a field of 143 runners from all over the country, and was ably supported by Seoda Matthews, Emma Cheshire, Katie Matthews, Ciara Matthews and Aoife Holmes.  In the boys under 14, Jack Boylan made light work of the extremely mucky conditions finishing well up the field as did the boys under 16 team of Gary Campbell, Aonghus Meehan, Jamie Curtis and Shane Cheshire.

