Leinster Cross Country Championships

Shane Walsh was crowned Leinster Cross Country Champion in Adamstown, Co. Wexford last Sunday, in the under 19 6,000 metre event. Shane and Club mate Carl Dunne made it a 1-2 for the Club with Carl’s silver medal performance over the distance.  The Dunleer AC duo made their intentions clear from the start, moving quickly to the front early on.  They broke away from the chasing pack on the hill section of the inner loop.  Shane pushed hard again and took charge of the race all the way to the finish, winning comfortably in the end.  Shane and Carl were supported by their teammate Sam Bingham who also ran very well to take 13th place.
Earlier in the day, it was the under 11 boys who made their mark at Provincial level with Conor Matthews finishing 3rd and team mate Kian Leavy in 4th place.  The boys under 11 race was keenly contested, with 120 competitors on the starting line.  Conor and Kian worked hard to keep in contention throughout the race and sprinted home in fine style at the end of a tough 1500m.  While underfoot conditions were quite sticky and the going soft, the boys in black and amber produced a great team performance to secure the bronze Club team medals, with TJ Doheny, Mark Byrne, Cathal Quinn, Ronan Sands and Anthony Dillon all doing their Club proud, and for good measure Conor, Kian, TJ and Mark were all scoring members on the 6 man Louth team who won gold in the Inter County section.
Another bronze individual medal went to the Dunleer Club with Gary Campbell finishing 3rd in the under 15 boys’ race.  Gary went with the early pace and ran strongly throughout, and with a final surge in the closing stages claimed his individual bronze.  Gary’s teammates (Jack Boylan, Jamie Curtis, Shane Cheshire and Rory Meehan) packed well to secure 4th Club team.  

Others to claim individual medals for their top 12 placings were Dunleer AC girls: Seaghna Campbell 12th girls under 13, Niamh Murray 8th girls under 17 and Sarah Haak 6th in the girls under 19 race.   These girls will also be representing Dunleer and Louth in the National Championships in December. 

A great day for the Club with all of the athletes ran very well, including Erin Orr, Katie Matthews, Aoife Holmes and Ciara Matthews under 11, as well as Niamh Connaughton under 15 and Ciarán Connaughton under 17.

Noel Mc Guill/Sandra Floyd Memorial 
On Sunday next, November 20th, Dunleer AC will host the annual Noel Mc Guill/Sandra Floyd memorial races at Darver, commencing at 12 noon.  The Dunleer AC committee is delighted to receive sponsorship once again from Bradley’s Pharmacy.  Bradley’s are once again sponsoring two televisions, for the winners of the men’s and women’s races.  There will be a full juvenile programme under 9-17, with junior, senior and masters category races also, and a special under 7 fun run for boys and girls.
